
What Makes America Great 

 

 This summer I got to see many governmental buildings, museums, and monuments while 

visiting Washington D.C. I remember thinking how great America was because of these 

monuments. However, I now realize that it isn’t the monuments and museums that make a 

country amazing, it’s the people that these magnificent monuments are honoring.  People who 

possess the personal qualities of grit, curiosity, and selflessness make America the country it is 

today. 

 Americans have grit; we don’t give up. During the war of 1812, American Francis Scott 

Key was held against his will on a British ship heading to attack Fort McHenry while on a 

diplomatic mission. As the battle raged through the night, Key was losing hope for his fellow 

Americans. Through the fog the following morning he spied the still standing American flag and 

knew that America had not only won this battle, but that we would win the war. It was then that 

he wrote the Star-Spangled Banner, an anthem written for a nation of determined people who 

refused to give up.   

 The curiosity Americans possess has led to many discoveries that have helped make our 

country and the world a better place. The Inventor’s Hall of Fame, which I also visited, 

highlighted many of the amazing things Americans have innovated that have improved the lives 

of people all over the world. Personal computers were invented by John Blankenbaker in 1971 

and now influence almost every aspect of modern life. The first successful polio vaccine 

invented by Jonas Salk in 1947 saved 16 million people. The Green Revolution in the 1950’s and 



60’s, led by Norman Borlaug, is credited with saving more than one billion people from 

starvation. These are only a few of the innovations developed by curious and inventive 

Americans. 

 In D.C, many memorials exist to recognize our veterans for being selfless. The Vietnam 

Memorial Wall, where I found names of relatives that fought and died for our country, was 

particularly moving. I also went to Arlington National Cemetery where more than 400,000 

people, all joined in service to the United States, are laid to rest. Here, veterans and their eligible 

family members rest with dignity and honor, a reminder of the service, sacrifice and selflessness 

of those who defended the freedom of America.  

The people who have displayed the traits of grit, curiosity and selflessness are what has 

always made, and will continue to make, America great.  


